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CHURCHES OF STURMINSTER NEWTON 
 

 

ST. MARY’S,  CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton, DT10 1DB  

www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk 
Facebook:  St Mary’s Sturminster Newton 

 

CHURCH OF ST. PETER 
Hinton St. Mary 

Facebook: St Peter’s Hinton St Mary 
 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET  Lydlinch 
Facebook: St Thomas a Becket, Lydlinch 

 
Vicar: The Rev’d Philippa Sargent. 

The Vicarage, Church St . Sturminster Newton DT10 1DB 
01258 473905   philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

THE METHODIST CHURCH (inc. Broad Oak) 
Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

All enquiries, please contact:  Mrs Christine Lydford -Senior Steward  

lydrose1966@gmail.com   01258 473214 
      Deacon Rebekah-Joy Spinks -  rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk   

               01258 473315 

Rev’d Denise Binks - Minister in Charge - denise.binks@gmail.com 

01747 854631  
 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
The Row, Sturminster Newton - 01258 473928 

www.sturminsterchristianfellowship.org.uk 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
Marnhull 

Fr Francis Straw OSB     
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com
mailto:rebekah-joy.spinks@methodist.org.uk
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FROM THE METHODIST MINISTER - REVEREND DENISE BINKS 
 

Dear Friends          

I don’t think many people would argue with the basic concept that our world is broken. 
Not only do we know that there are messy relationships within and outside of the church. 
We see the effects of Global warming; they say that the fluctuation of torrential down-

pours and extreme heat are signs of the earth warming up. Covid 19 has decimated the 
world, and its after-effects will reverberate for many years to come.  

Any Israelite would say that we need Shalom, a word we often translate as peace, but it is 

actually much, much more. Shalom is taking that which is complex, and/or in lots of pieces 

and making it complete again, with nothing missing. If we were to look closely at our situa-

tion, we would discover that at the very heart of our incompleteness is a broken relation-

ship with God. Once that happened everything began to break down, our lives were no 

longer whole, they needed to be restored.  

Isaiah knew this. He was ‘a man of unclean lips in a world of unclean lips’ until he received 

the greatest of gifts: the coal that touched his lips cleansed him and made him ready to 

serve God. His prophecies, so clear and insightful are, I believe a result of Shalom, that 

healing and wholeness that God brought to his life. God revealed to him that one day 

there would come a ‘Prince of Shalom’ whose reign would bring Shalom, completeness, 

wholeness to a world without end (Isaiah 9: 5 – 6). We understand this to be the kingdom 

of God. Jesus is that Prince of Shalom. He made peace between messed up human beings 

and God, but it was costly: Shalom is only available to us because Jesus suffered and died 

and then rose again. He endured all this so that we might experience Shalom, a wholeness 

and completeness in our relationship with God not because of what we have done but 

what Christ has done for us. ‘Jesus himself is our Shalom’ (Ephesians 2: 14 – 15).  

It doesn’t stop there; Jesus’ followers are called to create peace. We are ‘to keep unity 

through the bond of peace.’ The Holy Spirit, who grows within us the fruit of love, joy, 

peace, patience etc is the one who enables us to be children of Shalom. This then is part of 

our calling as the ‘body of Christ’, to be people who experience Shalom in our lives and 

share and spread that Shalom in our church communities and beyond. I don’t think there is 

anyone who doesn’t want to belong to a community that is known as warm, generous, 

loving and accepting, where we flourish and grow and build one another up in love; where 

people understand the concept of Shalom by what they see and experience in us. Unfortu-

nately, so often what onlookers see and hear is hurt and division, impatience and criticism. 

Just one look, one unkind comment, one more demand from someone who is doing their 

very best can have a damaging effect on those who are seeking a relationship with God or 

new to the faith who sadly may turn away altogether. We all share the responsibility to 

‘change the atmosphere’ in our church communities to a point where people experience 

Shalom and are drawn like magnets to know what it is that makes us different.    
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The questions is, how are we doing? Does this challenge the way that we relate to others 

within our church communities and beyond? Do we seek to build up, to reconcile and to 

restore? Or do we criticise, hold on to past hurts and allow wounds to fester? God can 

only bring flourishing, can only bring Shalom into our relationships when we are willing to 

submit to his will and work with him. So let us encourage one another as we journey to-

gether towards deeper healing and wholeness.   

Denise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Parish Registers 

Funeral, Weddings and Baptisms 

Baptisms 4th July  Ivy Jones 

              17th July               Mary-June Matthews 

              15th  August         James Davies 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father” 

Weddings 29th May Adam McNaught and Rebecca Davies 

               17th July                Simon Matthews and Jackie Gray 

“Those whom God has joined together, let no one put asunder” 

Funeral  29th July Brian Harvey 

  ‘May he rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

     

 

As this issue of Voice of the Churches goes to ‘print’ every effort 
has been made to ensure that the information included is up to 
date.  However, in the present climate, we cannot guarantee that 
substantial changes may not occur after printing.  We strongly 
suggest that you double check any information with individual 
church websites, Facebook pages and other channels of communi-
cation.  Contact details for all of our local churches are available  
on the inside front page of this issue. 
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Prayer in St Mary’s 

Many of us need a special place – a place where we can find peace, a place in which we 
can be true to ourselves, a place in which we can feel the presence of the love of God and 
a place in which we can offer our prayers for all for whom we care. 

Since March last year, we have missed unfettered access to this place.  Of course, God is 
everywhere and in every situation, but a special place makes this tangible. 

Now we celebrate that St Mary’s Church, Sturminster Newton is unlocked very morning at 
9am – wide open to welcome you in.  At about this time, the bell will be rung to proclaim 
God’s ample love and to celebrate His gift of all the help we need for ourselves and for the 
whole world. 

This is a loving invitation to all who live here or simply pass by.  Two sentences form the 
Bible come to mind  - “When he had come to himself, he said, ‘I will go to my father’ ” and 
“Surely the Lord is in this place.” 

When the church is closed each evening at 5pm, the bell will be rung again to reassure 
people that God watches over us through the hours of darkness and that there is nothing 
to fear. 

John Allen 

 

If you enjoyed Fr John’s article here, you may also enjoy his weekly blog on the St Mary’s 
website, published each Sunday. You can find (with access to all previous posts) here: 
http://www.stmaryssturminsternewton.org.uk/Fr_Johns_Blog.php 

 

STURMINSTER METHODIST CHURCH - Chris Lydford (Senior Steward) 
 

We reopened  our church for Sunday morning worship on Sunday 8th August at 
10.30am and had a congregation of 10.  

Rev Margaret Oxenham led the worship and we had Holy Communion. It was a very 
happy service, and we could sing.   

We are hoping to arrange weekly services from September.  We have planned services 
for the 2nd and 4th Sundays but the others will have to be Local Fellowship Services, 
which means we will have to plan the Services ourselves. We’ll to see how that goes. If 
there is a 5th Sunday in the month we hope to arrange a "Songs of Praise" Service.  

We do have rooms for hire. In the first instance contact 01258 473214 or  

lydrose1966@gmail.com 

 

mailto:lydrose1966@gmail.com


7 

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

 
Now that most legal restrictions are lifted, Sturminster Christian Fellowship is pleased to 
return to a full programme of Sunday morning worship to include open worship, prayer 

and the ministry of the word of God. Our successful series of weekly Tuesday morning 
café church ‘prayer and share’ get-togethers, as permissible under lockdown rules, will 
follow a new pattern with a different focus each week of the month. With immediate  

effect, Tuesday morning meetings will retain their open fellowship approach, but will now 
be organised around a main theme for the week – these being bible studies and teaching, 
worship, corporate and personal prayer. We are trialling this during August, with a view 

to announcing specific monthly programmes from September onwards. In view of the 
above, our e-mail ministry of the word, that has continued throughout lockdown, will be 
scaled back to a weekly scriptural thought.    
 

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand (Romans 5 v1). 

 
This comforting verse tells us that each person who trusts in Him alone, has ‘peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ’, having been declared righteous by a holy God.  

God’ declaration is based on the truth that Jesus Christ died bearing the punishment of 
their sin. Because He did this, ‘there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ  
Jesus’ (Romans 8 v1). This is the wonderful ‘good news’ of the gospel that all Christ’s  

disciples should share with unbelievers - in their families, friendship groups and around 
our town. This verse tells us to trust the Lord Jesus and refuse to give way to anxiety and 
worry.  

 
This ‘peace’ with God belongs to Christ. It must do because He calls it ‘My peace’. This is a 
supernatural ‘peace’, found nowhere else except in Christ. Following the Lord’s resurrec-

tion, the word became a common greeting (e.g. John 20 v19/21/26): a greeting having  
significance and depth: a greeting associated with health, completeness, and composure in 
trials and sorrows. He grants this peace to His people – ‘the kingdom of God is not a matter 

of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit’ (Romans 14 v18). 
Christ’s peace is ours when we place our whole trust in Him. 

 

 

Please direct enquiries to Chris Dunton in the first instance - via 07967 125199  

or ‘chris@duntons.net’ 
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From Our Lady’s Church Marnhull - Judith Bennett 

August saw a gradual easing of pandemic restrictions.  Our choir has begun to sing 
parts of the Mass once more, but most importantly the distribution of Holy Commun-
ion is no longer as we leave the church, but returned to its proper place in the cere-

mony, allowing time for thanksgiving and reflection before the final prayers. 

We have yet to resume the Sunday evening Mass at Our Lady’s.   

The most important piece of news is that after nearly 20 years Fr Martin Budge has left 

the parish and taken up residence at the Cathedral.   He will be much missed. His last 
Mass here on Sunday 29th August was preceded on the previous day by a farewell 
lunch, and a presentation towards the Vestments needed for his new duties at Plym-

outh Cathedral. 

Fr Francis Straw OSB is to take Fr Martin’s place.  He is a Benedictine from Buckfast 
Abbey, and has been Parish Priest of the village of Buckfastleigh as well as serving a 

spell as Prior at the Abbey. 

Our Lady’s School reopens after the Summer holiday on 6th September, with a new 

intake.  Let us pray for an uninterrupted run for the new school year. 

Sturminster Newton Library News - Tracey Chick, Library Manager 
 

At the time of writing, all restrictions have been lifted across the country. However, with 

the level of infections high and rising daily, the library service is taking a cautious approach 

in restarting its activities. We hope to restart our programme of weekly  

children’s activities in the Autumn with Code Club, Lego Club, Arts and Crafts and 

Rhyme Time all pencilled in. 

The Library has its own Facebook Group – search for Sturminster Newton Library.  

Library information is shared here and will be updated when our activities resume.  

You can of course also contact the Library - 01258 472669, by email:-  

sturminsternewtonlibrary@dorsetcouncil.org.uk or by popping in. There are also lots of 
digital offerings at Dorset library service, details at :-   

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/libraries 

The Friends of the Library are great supporters of everything we do and are currently 
looking for volunteers. If you are interested please contact them at   

friendsofsturlibrary@hotmail.co.uk 

Our other wonderful supporters, the RVS, offer a home delivery service for readers who 
can’t get to our Library. If you know anyone who might be interested in this service or 

you would like to volunteer, please contact Carey Pearce, Local Volunteer Co-ordinator 

- 01305 236 666 or carey.pearce@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 

mailto:sturminsternewtonlibrary@dorsetcouncil.org.uk
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/libraries
mailto:friendsofsturlibrary@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:carey.pearce@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
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Sturminster Newton Methodist Church 

Sunday Worship at the church  

We are pleased to say that we are returning to our church building for services! 

You are most welcome to join us on Sundays at 10:30am.  

Zoom Church  

For those who are not able to visit us -   

we offer various services and activities online.  

Please contact Reverend Denise Binks 

denise.binks@gmail.com 01747 854631  

for Meeting IDs and Passwords 

Sunday Evening Worship     5.30pm for 6pm  

Mondays - The Big Church Read (Bouncing Forwards) 2.15 for 2.30pm (from 13th 

                  September)  

Tuesdays - Notorious (Small Group Study)      2pm for 2.15pm  

Wednesdays – Notorious (Small Group Study)  7.15pm for 7.30pm 

Thursday Prayer Meeting     10.30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Big Church Read 

thebigchurchread.co.uk 

Bouncing Forwards (Patrick Regan)  

Mondays at 2.30pm  

1 – 10 weeks from 13th September 

mailto:denise.binks@gmail.com
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Learning Centre Drop-in 

The Sturminster Newton Community Learning Centre has re-opened the Drop-in in The 
Exchange. Their friendly volunteers help with all computer, tablet, smartphone etc. prob-
lems and with learning how to use them. More detailed learning is available for those 

switching jobs and specific learning for the online services that we now all need to use, for 

example -  shopping, banking, NHS appointments etc.  

Drop-in.  Monday mornings - 9.30am to12.30pm.   

    Wednesdays 9.30pm to mid-afternoon  

Seminars.  ‘Buying and Using a Smartphone’ first Wednesday afternoon of each month.  

Please pre-book.  

We have a good range of equipment for you to use and help to decide what you need at 

home including smart speakers/screens/devices.  

There are no charges for services. Coin donations help cover the cost of room. The 
Learning Centre is on the Ground floor of the Exchange in Sturminster Newton next to 

the Co-op.   

All are welcome from Dorset and beyond.   

Contacts:  Email  snclc@btconnect.com or phone 01258 475272 (during opening hours).  

 

 

 

mailto:snclc@btconnect.com


11 

 

DEADLINE DIANA    

The DEADLINE for the OCTOBER 2021 issue is  

10am WEDNESDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2021.   

Any copy received after this time will NOT be published. Earlier submissions are always 

welcomed please, and very much appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

The cover picture is of Sturminster Mill. 

 

Editor - Voice of the Churches 

Diana J Lewis. Pentridge, Glue Hill, Sturminster Newton DT10 2DJ 

01258 472704 (Answerphone)    pentridge@btinternet.com 

Distribution -  Michael Pearce - 01258 475462   

  pearce978@btinternet.com 
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Church Services 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, Church Street, Sturminster Newton 

The Rev’d Philippa Sargent  01258 473905.  philippa.sargent@me.com 

 

Benefice Services 

 Every Wednesday   Compline updated on the St Mary’s website 

 Every Sunday   Morning Prayer updated on the St Mary’s website 

 5th Sunday                       Benefice Holy Communion – venue and times vary 

 

ST MARY’S,  Sturminster Newton 

 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 5pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 10am  BCP Holy Communion 

 1st Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. PETER, Hinton St. Mary 

 1st Sunday   9.30am  BCP Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

 3rd Sunday   9.30am  Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

ST. THOMAS à BECKET, Lydlinch 

 1st Sunday   No service 

 2nd Sunday   11am  Holy Communion 

 3rd Sunday   6.30pm  BCP Evening Prayer 

 4th Sunday   11am  Holy Communion  

 

METHODIST CHURCH, Church Street, SN. DT10 1DB          

METHODIST CHURCH, Broad Oak    

STURMINSTER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, The Row, SN 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY, Marnhull 

 Sunday 9.30am and Thursday 9.30am 

  St Benedict’s Church,  Gillingham  - Sunday 11am and Wednesday 10am 

 

 

  

Please consult the websites for up-to-date information 

mailto:philippa.sargent@me.com

